98                  NON-VIOLENCE IN PEACE AND WAR

present. India has never waged war against any nation. She
has put up sometimes ill-organized or half-organized resis-
tance in self-defence pure and simple. She has, therefore,
not got to develop the will for peace. She has that in abun-
dance, whether she knows it or not. The way she can pro-
mote peace is to offer successful resistance to her exploita-
tion by peaceful means. That is to say, she has to achieve
her independence, for this year to be known as Dominion
Status, by peaceful means. If she can do this, it will be the
largest contribution that any single nation will have made
towards world peace. If my diagnosis is correct, it will be
realized that the teaching such as L. E. wants in the schools
can only be ineffective and, what is worse, hypocritical.
Even if the teachers can make themselves believe in what
they may be called upon to teach, it will find no echo in
the hearts of the boys and girls of their classes, even as a
person who has never hurt a fly will fail to understand the
meaning of an appeal made to him to will not to spill blood.
Toung India, 4-7-1929
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OUR CHOICE

An American correspondent has sent me a cutting
from an old number of The World Tomorrow (August, 1928)*
It is a remarkable article on 'Pacifism and National Secu-
rity' by John Nevin Sayre, which is worthy of perusal by
every patriot. The following opening paragraphs show which
way the writer would lead us:

"Pacifism, first of all, asks people to consider whether national
armament can really conduce to security in a civilization which
uses the tools of twentieth century science. No matter what may
be said for defence by armament in the past, we believe that it is
an utterly obsolete and extremely dangerous way of attempting
to attain security now. In the world in which we live and in the
decades immediately ahead it is open to the double objection of
(1) mounting cost, and (2) diminishing effectiveness for defence.